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An early newsletter this month because I need to publicise an event quickly! Time is short but if you have
the chance there is a play taking place in Bath that might be of interest, see the Dates for your diary.

Dates for your diary
The third Schematic Mapping Workshop will take place 21st
to 22nd April 2022 at Ruhr-Universität Bochum. Check the
workshop website for instructions on submissions: all topics of
schematic map research are welcome. Continuing uncertainties
mean that we would appreciate it if you tell us whether you hope
to attend and/or contribute. Email
us ASAP at the workshop address.
Now for something unusual and intriguing. The Theater Royal at Bath is
hosting a new play, The Truth About Harry Beck, written and directed by
Andy Burden with assistance from the late Ken Garland. It explores ”Beck’s
obsession with making [the map] perfect” but also asks “perfection comes
at what cost?”. Last performance is Saturday October 2nd.

Map of the Month: Rounding Off Moscow
My ongoing explorations of the Moscow Metro,
investigating how to incorporate the new circle
lines (11 and 14), were reported in April 2020
with updates in October and then Easter 2021.
The highlights included a surprisingly attractive
hybrid with curvilinear orbital lines (a circle and
two eggs) and octolinear radial lines and then a
rather disappointing full octolinear map, failing
to attain the same visual impact. All scientists
should be excited when results challenge their
expectations: this is how knowledge advances.
I will certainly be more open-minded to hybrid
designs in the future.
While discussing my all-curvilinear design, I realised that I had failed
to implement my own methodology: exploration of all combinations
of variable values. I needed to investigate a design with octolinear
orbital lines and curvilinear radial lines (above). I had reservations
about the effectiveness of such a combination but, even so, it was
necessary to complete it. Maps are inherently visual and it is not
possible to complete a full evaluation without actual prototypes.
This time the result did not challenge my expectations but this points
towards another potential methodological failing. There is always a
risk that expectations and prejudices will colour a manually created
map. I was not expecting this combination to be effective so perhaps

I did not try very hard to get it to work. The solution is for another designer with more positive intuitions to
have a go, or else researchers into automated design to have their computer algorithms attempt such
explorations. Taking into account the potential for prejudices to colour the process, I have now reworked
the original hybrid map (previous page, bottom), cleaning up the central area and attempting some other
improvements. I definitely tried harder to make the best possible design second time around!
A concentric circles map does not fit into this sequence but my earlier attempt needs updating. With the
shape of Moscow firmly in my mind (along with a temporary boost to my cyrillic skills) it was time to try
again. Good candidates for concentric circles maps seem to be (1) cities whose physical structure is based
upon concentric rings, such as Köln or Amsterdam, and (2) cities (such as Moscow) in which lines can be
easily categorised as being either radial or orbital. The outcome has some distorted topography and overextended line transfers, but also has nice circular trajectories for all three orbital lines, and well-organised
radial lines. Trajectories are relatively clean, so this approach might be well-suited to Moscow.
This completes my current exploration of the Moscow Metro although I could have tried other design
rules, most notably hexalinear maps. Next month, I will be highlighting some interesting new books and
Map of the Month returns to London with the focus on Arts & Crafts style. To find out what is in store,
subscribe to my newsletter at www.tubemapcentral.com.
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