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Just in time for April, the fourth newsletter for 2021 is ready to send. The May edition is already planned,
and I hope to be able to report on the completion of a major project.

Date for your diary
The third Schematic Mapping Workshop will be held on
21st/22nd April, 2022, at Universität Würzburg, Germany.
The workshop website includes the full scope and submission
timetable. Reports on all aspects of schematic map research
are most welcome. The portal for submissions opens in April
2021 and we are happy to take questions about these at
submissions@schematicmapping.org.

Map of the Month: Cold War-Divided Berlin – the Resolution
Exactly seven years ago, in Newsletter 6, I presented a digital recreation of a Berlin S-Bahn map produced
by the Communist-run East Berlin transport operator – allocated the politically impossible task of running
S-Bahn services in West Berlin. The design had usability and typographical issues but, nonetheless, was a
colourful and powerful marker of the political turmoil taking place at the time. Events caused the map to
be abandoned and so it was never seen
in stations and on platforms. The original
is high on my list of all-time favourites
and, with the basic S-Bahn network
largely unchanged compared with forty
years ago, this was a good candidate
to update to show the current services.
[Other networks that have recently
received this treatment include Vienna
and London.]
Despite the basic elements of the design
being in place, there was more to this
extrapolation than merely splicing
together the parts of the network that
had been cut by the Berlin wall. I also
wanted to tame the previous chaotic
typography. The original had included
skeleton representations of U-Bahn lines
only in East Berlin: the U-Bahn lines in
West Berlin were operated by the West
Berlin transport operator (whose new lines were intended to take traffic away from Communist S-Bahn
services). The updated version needed a full skeleton U-Bahn network to be shown.
I was inspired by the original colour palette to designate individual S-Bahn services, rather than the
colours used today (colour-coded navigation assistance is less prominent on the Berlin network than, for
example, London). The most obvious change to the original map is the now-unified Ringbahn restored to
a full loop. Its German flag colours for some of its length were a happy coincidence!

If there is one aspect of the update that
I am less happy with, it is that I pushed
the long-distance (grey) services a bit
too much into the background of the
map making some routes hard to trace.
I will look at this again if I ever create
another version of this design.
The biggest surprise for me in creating
this map was seeing just how much the
longer-distance services around Berlin
have been rationalised today, with quite
severe pruning in some locations. Of
course, much of this was inevitable. The
division of Berlin disrupted the natural
lines of communication. For example, a
journey from Hennigsdorf in the north
west to the East Berlin centre would
have involved a long, circuitous journey.
Today there is no need for plentiful
orbital connections to divert people
around the wall.

Investigating how well a historic map can withstand being updated to show current services is always an
interesting project. Ideally, the base map should be strong and distinctive so that the result is, at the very
least, eye-catching and evocative. I also suspect that the soundness of the original concept has a direct
bearing on the success of the outcome. If all goes to plan, Map of the Month for May will be another
departure from urban rail maps. You can subscribe to my newsletter at www.tubemapcentral.com.
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